


SKRIVAD HEVUR UNI LEITISSTEIN HANSEN
MYNDIR: ATLANTIC RECORDS

Foroyska Tk lok-fyriorgio

Relley

stendur & gattini til alfjoda
TQMI@H@QJ@gnumbroﬂé

Rani Petersen Ur Havn hevur 10 milliénir fylgjarar & TikTok og platusattmala
vid heimskenda platufelagid Atlantic Records, og nd stendur Rani & gattini
fil stéra altjéda gjsgnumibrotid sum sitt annad ego, poppstjgrnan Reiley.
Men ferdin méti altjoda popptindunum byrjadi T dreingjakamarinum 1
barndémsheiminum i Havn

Tao er ilt at fAa eyga 4 Reiley, ta i0 Rani Petersen tekur imdéti { kjallaranum 1 barndéms-
heiminum 4 Tradarvegi { Havn.

I joggingbuksum, hettutroyggju og inniském likist Rani Petersen meira einum midal-
hampa feroyskum unglinga enn einari altjéda poppstjernu. Eyokenda purluta héario
avdukar td, at Rani eisini er TikTok-fyribrigdio Reiley.

— Eg plagi at fara { kepp, um eg ikki vil kennast aftur, tf tad eru raettiliga f4, i0 kenna
meg aftur, um tey ikki siggja harid, sigur Rani Petersen brosandi, medan hann bjédar inn
1 dreingjakamarid heima hja foreldrunum.

Rani Petersen, sum byr { London, er heima 1 Feroyum eina latu og slappar av, medan
hann fyrireikar seg til at fara 1t at hertaka altjéda poppheimin. Tad er { gllum forum
etlanin. >
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GJBGNUMBROT BURTUR UR ONGUM

Flestu foroyingar kenna divad TikTok-videobrotini, har Rani Petersen { leik-
lutinum sum sitt annad ego Reiley stendur vid einari mikrofon og syngur
kendar poppsangir framman fyri pastelllittum dikum.

01l myndatdlini, lampurnar og teir eyokendu dikarnir, sum eru keyptir
2x3 4 Halsi  Havn, avduka, at tad er her { kamarinum, at Rani skapti Reiley,
sum { lgtuni hevur 10,8 milliénir fylgjarar 4 sosiala midlinum TikTok og hevur
sungio seg til ein platusattmala vid heimskenda platufelagio Atlantic Records.

- Eg vil gjarna vera the poster child (fortalari, bladm.) fyri, at tad ber til at
faa eitt altj6da gjognumbrot burtur tr ongum tur einum kjallarakamari her {
Havn, sigur Rani Petersen brosandi, medan hann skeinkir kaffi og sessast.

— Tad faktum, at eg havi dugad at tikid minar egnu myndir og gjort mini
egnu videobrot { hesum kamarinum, er beinleidis orsekin til, at eg eri komin
so langt, sum eg eri, 4sannar Rani Petersen arliga, medan hann hyggur tt
{ rimid, her hann hevur brikt hundradtals timar til at framleida eyokendu
videobrotini.

- Eg fekk mitt fyrsta myndatdl, ta id eg var 12 &r, og eg havi altid havt 4huga
fyri midlum og tekni, myndatdélum, ljési, 1j6di, video og framleidslu. Tad var
min fyrsti keerleiki, greidir Rani Petersen fra, 4drenn hann bradliga fer 4 fotur
aftur og eftir telduni. >
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—Tao er otruligt, hvat ti kanst skapa vio hesari
toknini, sigur Rani eldugadur, medan hann &
telduni visir domi um nyggjastu 3D-teknina, sum
hann er { holt vio at leera seg at bruka.

- Vid einum sonevndum greenscreen — hdast
meer ddmar besta at brika gratt til endamalio —
so kanst tu skapa visuelt spennandi musikkvideo,
uttan at tad er neydugt at byggja dyrar pall-
myndir.

RANI OG REILEY

T skalt ikki vera serliga leingi { sama rdmi sum
Rani Petersen fyri at uppdaga, at her er talan um
ein sera glaggan og agrytnan ungan mann, io
hevur grundad négv um seg sjalvan og sfna egnu
tilveru.

— Rani og Reiley eru fyri maer tveir ymiskir
persénar. Rani er droymarin, id hevur gingio {

~Rani og Reiley
eru fyri meer
tveir ymiskir

14

personar.

sinari egnu boblu her { Feroyum og kanska verio
eitt sindur innibrendur av at koma tr einum
so litlum og fjarskotnum landi sum Feroyum,
tf hann kennir, at tad hevur avmarkad hansara
moguleikar. Reiley er hinvegin superoptimisturin,
i0 tryr yvirdrivid ndgv upp 4 sjalvan, og sum vil
gera alt fyri at koma fram no matter the cost,
hugleidir Rani, ta id hann hevur lagt telduna fra
sar aftur.

Tao hoyrist eisini alt fyri eitt 4 Rana Petersen,
at hann hevur buid ndgv 4r 1 London. Minst eitt
ord ella beedi tvey { hverjum setningi eru ensk, og
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hdast tad er eitt rdk, sum er upp { tidini millum
ung, so er tad { Ranasa fori eisini eitt tilvitad val.

—Ijust wanted to blend in, stadfestir hann
nastan umberandi og visir til, at hann ikki likjast
fra. — Um tu skalt tosa vid umbodsfélk og umbod
fyri platufelog og selja teg sjalvan, so skulu hesi
folkini keypa tina selutalu, og tad er ikki serliga
stérur meguleiki fyri tf, um td ikki dugir at
malbera teg veel 4 enskum. Alt { altjéoa ténleika-
fdnadinum stendur og fellur vid tinum evnum at
samskifta tinar dreymar og etlanir.

SZDD YVIR EINA MILLIARD FERBIR

Sosiali midilin TikTok gjerdist lokomotivid hja ti
innibrenda Rana Petersen at gera stéru dreymar-
nar hjé tf vonrika Reiley til veruleika. Rani var
skjotur ut 4 nyggja pallin, ein sokalladur first
mover, td i0 TikTok bleiv sjésett { september 2016.

Sambeert Rana sjalvum var hann
ein av teimum fyrstu, i0 framferdu
ténleik & TikTok, og hann kom
reettiliga skjott upp 4 10 milliénir
fylgjarar 4 sosiala midlinum.
Higartil eru videobrotini hj4 Reiley
vist meira enn eina milliard ferdir
4 ollum teimum ymisku sosialu
midlunum.

— Serliga 1 fyrstani var TikTok
reettiliga vilt, tf ta kundi eg faa 45
milliénir views (visingar, bladm.)
fyri eitt nokk so tilvildarligt 12
sekund video av meer. Tad var reetti-
liga vanligt, at video hja meer fingu
meira enn 10 milliénir views. Nu
er TikTok-platformurin meira stabilur, og tad er
meira crowded (ovfylt, bladm.). Héast fleiri folk
eisini bruka TikTok, so eru tad bara faerri views til
oll tey, i0 nu leggja it & platformin.

EINKI AVRIKAD ENN

Rani Petersen ivast 1, um hann var komin so
langt sum at tryggja seer ein platusattmala vio
eitt av heimsins kendastu platufelogum, Atlantic
Records, um hann var komin 4 TikTok tvey ar
seinni, enn hann gjordi. >



ATLANTIC REVIEW winter 2023 | 55



—Don't get me wrong. I haven't achieved any-
thing yet, stadfestir Rani, id0 merkir, at hann
sjalvur heldur seg einki hava avrikad enn. — Men
allir teir moguleikar, i0 eg havi fingid, eru komnir
gjognum sosialu midlarnar. Eg havi arbeitt ordi-
liga hart og verid ordiliga snildur, men so kann
eg heldur ikki taka sterri heidur fyri tad. Tad var
eisini hepni, at tad riggadi so veel, og mini TikTok-
video fingu so négv awareness (viourkenning,
bladm.).

Oll, sum eru 4 sosialu midlunum, vita, at tad
eisini fylgir négv 6humska vid sosialu midlunum,
tf félk hava eina meining um alt og ell, og tey
ottast heldur ikki fyri at gera vart vid hana. Rani
Petersen hevur 1 leiklutinum sum Reiley sanniliga
eisini fingid négv oman yvir seg.

- Eg klari ikki at lata vera vio at lesa viomerk-
ingar, sum mini video fda, hdast f6lk siga vid meg,
at eg ikki skal, greidir Rani Petersen leeandi fra.

GREID VISJON ER LYKILIN

TikTok prégvadi fyri platufelegunum, at Rani
Petersen kundi rekka it til eina stéra altjéoa
4dhoyrarafjeld sum Reiley, so tad gloppadi dyrnar
inn til ténleikaidnadin. Men tad skal meira til enn
tao, stadfestir Rani.

- Tad er eisini umradandi at hava sfnar egnu
sangir klarar, t4 i0 platufelogini byrja at banka
upp 4 dyrnar, so tu ikki bara verdur seeddur sum
ein, i0 syngur covers (sangir hja edrum, bladm.)
4 TikTok. Eg var klarur, tf umbodsmadurin hja
meer [ London syrgdi beinanvegin fyri at senda
meg 4 songwriting sessions { London (sang-
skrivarafundir, bladm.), ta id vit féru undir at
samstarva.

Sambeaert Rana Petersen er tad eisini umrao-
andi at hava eina greida etlan fyri, hvat ti atlar
teer sum ténlistafolk.

- Platufelogini fara fyrst og fremst eftir telum,
men aftan 4 tad er tad tin egna visjén fyri, hvat ti
atlar teer, i0 er avgerandi fyri at fia teg tad sidsta
fetio inn { hitan. Eg hevadi ikki fingid ein platu-
sattmadla, um eg ikki hevdi ein sterkan listarligan
samleika og visti, hvat eg gjordi og vildi og hvi.
Men 1 sidsta enda skalt tu sjalvandi gera gédan
ténleik, tad sigur seg sjalvt.
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EINKI GARANTI

Atlantic Records, sum er eitt undirfelag hja
Warner Music, beit 4. [ sini tid var tad platufelagio
hja ABBA, Arethu Franklin, Bee Gees og Led
Zeppelin. Og nu er foroyski Reiley at finna
millum heimskend nevn sum Ed Sheeran, Cardi
B, Sia, Kelly Clarkson, Lil Uzi Vert og onnur &
yvirlitinum yvir tonlistafolk, id hava sattmala vio
Atlantic Records.

— Tad finst einki garanti 1 tonleikavinnuni, er
Rani Petersen skjotur at stadfesta, td id pratio
kemur inn 4 platusattmalan vid Atlantic Records.

- Einans 0,0001 prosent av ellum, sum skriva
og spela tonleik, faa platusattmaéla vio eitt major

LAl framfora live
fyri folki er nytt
Jyri meer,
so eg var ogiliga
nervosur.”

label (stort platufelag, bladm.). Eitt nu skrivar
Atlantic Records bara sdttmala vid umleid 20
ténlistafolk um &rid, so longu har er tad trupult at
sleppa upp um gdttina. Men einans 0,1 prosent av
ollum teimum ténlistafélkum, i0 faa sdttmala vio
eitt major label, bliva heimskend, og tad er altio
moguleiki fyri, at platusattmalin verdur strikadur.



Hoast platusattmalin vid Atlantic Records ikki
er nakad garanti fyri, at Rani Petersen feer eitt
altjéoa gjognumbrot sum poppstjernan Reiley,
so ber illa til at siga annad, enn at Rani Petersen
er { géoum hondum hja Atlantic Records. Pete
Ganbarg, sum er stjori fyri talentmenningini {
Atlantic Records, tf sum nevnist A&R (artist and
repertoire), tekur seer sjalvur av menningini hja
Reiley.

- Pete Ganbarg hevur arbeitt saman vid Justin
Bieber, Mariah Carey, Santana, Kelly Clarkson,
Donnu Summer og edrum, og hann hevur
vunnio fleiri Grammys, so sjalvandi er tad feitt, tf
hann kennir oll { bransjuni. Men tad garanterar
heldur einki, ti platufelog kunnu bara hjélpa, veg-
leida og gloppa dyr, men tey skapa ikki tonlista-
folk. Tad ma koma fra ter sjdlvum, stadfestir Rani
Petersen.

TOPPTUNAD POPPMASKINA

[ fjorsummar var Reiley eitt av hevudsnevnunum
4 Voxbotn ténleikatiltakinum { Havn, og tad var
fyrstu ferd, at Rani framfordi sin tonleik framman
fyri einari dhoyrarafjeld. Framferslan gjerdist eitt
vendipunkt hja Rana, i0 higartil hevur kunnad
styrt ollum beedi framman fyri og aftan fyri linsu-
na.

— At framfora live fyri f6lki er nytt fyri meer,
so eg var ogiliga nervesur. Gl segdu, at tad fér
at vera amazing (fantastiskt, bladm.), men eg
hugsadi: ,Hvat geri eg, um meer ikki ddmar at
spela live?* Eg eri ein kontrollfreak, og eg stridist
enn vio at tora at sleppa tamarhaldinum, tf tad er
nakad, i0 liggur egiliga djipt { meer. Men Voxbotn
gjordist ein revelation (opinbering, bladm.) fyri
meg, ti tad var so feitt at siggja, at félk véru ordi-
liga vio upp 4 tad.

Tamarhaldid vard t6 ikki slept meira enn so,
at framforslan var neyvt logd til reettis niour {
minsta smalut. Rani Petersen er partur av einari
topptjunari poppmaskinu 1 Atlantic Records, har
minst meguligt verour latid upp til tilvildina.

- Eg arbeidi saman vid einum musical director
(ténleikastjori, bladm.), sum miksar liveshowid
hja meaer fra byrjan til endan. Ofta verdur fario
eftir einari live-kenslu { framleidsluni av liveshow-

inum, tad vil siga at onkustadni hoyrir ti dhoyr-
arar, og so verda kor arrangerad og alt sovordio.
Tao er eitt toppprofessionelt set-up, og tad er
ogiliga dyrt, tf félkini, i0 eg arbeidi saman vio,
arbeida eisini saman vid heimsstjornum sum Dua
Lipa og Lill Nas X. Men t4 id liveshowid er miksad,
so er tad gjort, og til naestu framforslurnar fai eg
allan vinningin av ti.

RANI JAGSTRAR EITT HITT

Rani Petersen er skjétur at prika hol 4 imyndina
av, at ti verour mugvandi av at fda ein platusatt-
mala vio eitt stért altjéoa platufelag. Hoast platu-
felagid borgar fyri ollum, so eru pengarnir ikki
olmussa, stadfestir Rani Petersen.

— Teir pengarnir, i0 platufelagid gevur maer at
bruka til at skapa ténleik, framleida musikkvideo
og at marknadarfera min ténleik vid, skulu spaela
innaftur, 40renn eg tjeni eina krénur. Og alt
kostar négvar pengar, og eg meini alt. Ein topp-
professionel musikkvideo kostar tvaer milliénir
krénur at framleida, so tad sigur ikki so 1itio um,
hvussu stérar uppheeddir eru 1 speel.

Nesta fetid hja Rana Petersen fram fmati at
hertaka altjéda poppheimin er, at hann skal
skriva og geva ein sang t, id verdur eitt hitt. Men
tad er leettari sagt enn gjort.

— There is no formula (tad finst eingin upp-
skrift, bladm.). ,Let it ring*-singlan hja maer var
ein g60 byrjan. Sangurin hittadi { Sudurkorea,
men hann herték ikki heimin, sum er mélid hja
meer, stadfestir Rani Petersen uttan at blunka.

KANST IKKI RENNA AFTANA

Beint nu er,Let it ring® spaeldur fyra milliénir
ferdir 4 stroymingteenastuni Spotify. Rani Peter-
sen greidir fra, at { altjéda poppidnadinum skal
ein sangur hava 200-300 milliénir speelingar
4 Spotify, fyri at sangurin verdur vidurkendur
sum eitt hitt. Men um ein sangur kemur upp a
topp 10-listan hjd Billboard { USA, ja, sjalvt topp
20-listan, so er sangurin eitt risahitt, og tad er
hagar upp, Reiley etlar ser.

— Tu kanst ikki styra, hver sangur verdur
eitt hitt. Eg haldi sjlvur, at min ténleikur er >
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.Um tu siktar hogt,
so fert tu sjalvandi at raka heegri,
enn um tu siktar lagt:

ordiliga géour, men tad merkir ikki, at onnur félk
halda tad sama. Um tt rennur aftan 4 ti, sum er
populert beint nu, so fert tu altio at vera aftan-
fyri, tf tad tekur so langa tid at geva ein sang ut.
Sangurin skal fyrst skrivast og framleidast, eitt
musikkvideo og ein marknadaatlan skal gerast,
og so er hdlvtannad ar bradliga gingid, 40renn tin
sangur kemur ut, og ta eru félk langt sidani farin
vidari, greidir Rani fra og leggur afturat:

- Tad einasta, i0 eg kann gera, er at skriva
godar sangir, arbeida hart og fylgja minari egnu
intuitién.

HAVA TAD OV GOTT | FBROYUM

Rani Petersen er { ferd vio at flyta seg ur sfnari
comfort zone, sum hann malber seg, og flyta ur
London til Los Angeles.

- Eg legdi meg fra byrjan eftir at hava ein
altjéoa samleika 4 netinum, so tad ikki sast, at
eg var Ur Faroyum, tf eg fér miovist eftir at fia
ein nokk so amerikanskan fjepparaskara. Tad
eydnadist négv betur enn veentad, og ti passar Los
Angeles betur til min popputa ténlistaprofil enn
London. Men nu kenni eg meg heima 1 London,
so tad er eitt sindur trupult at fara fré ti.

Rani Petersen er visur {, at tad hansara upp-
vekstur 1 Feroyum, i0 speelir honum eitt puss.

- Um tu vilt fylgja tinum dreymum, so mast
tu taka hardar og tungar avgerdir og gera tao,
sum er neydugt. Trygga tilveran, sum vit njota
her 1 Feroyum, er eitt tvieggjad sverd. Vit hava
tad so gott, tf her er heilsutrygd, eingin kriminali-
tetur, og vit eru umgird av familju, og tad ger tad
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trupult at leypa ut { tad 6kenda og 6trygga. Oh
my God, eg havi so négv vinfélk { Feroyum, sum
brenna so ndgv fyri ténleikinum, men hava ilt vid
at fylgja dreyminum, ti tey hava eitt alt for gott
liv her { Feroyum.

 Ranasa hugaheimi er tad sera einfalt.

— T kanst altid koma aftur til Feroyar, og tu
kanst altio fara 1 skila og taka eina utbugving.
Men tu ert bara ungur eina ferd.

H@G MAL

Adrenn Rani Petersen fer { holt vid at hertaka
USA, er mélio at byrja vid Sudurkorea. Nogvir

av hansara trugvastu fylgjarum og fjepparum &
TikTok og @drum sosialum midlum eru tr Sudur-
korea. Poppmentanin 1 Sudurkorea tiltalar eisini
Rana.

— Sudurkorea er har, i0 vit 1 Vesturheiminum
voéru fyri 25 &rum sidani, ta id0 poppténleikur
enn var glamorous (hugtakandi og glaesiligur,
bladm.). Ti vilja fjeppararnir { Sudurkorea fram-
vegis gjarna sleppa at vera partur av. Um okkara
leidir skal popptdnleikurin 1 lotuni vera so ogiliga
autentiskur og 6glamorgsur og helst gjordur
heima 1 einum kamari, soledis sum Billie Eilish
hevur gjort. Meer ddmar enn betur glamurin.

Malid hja Rana Petersen er hogt — sera hogt.

— Vit fda at sfggja, hvussu langt tad rekkur. Um
tu siktar hogt, so fert tu sjalvandi at raka haegri,
enn um tu siktar 1agt, og tad er eitt sindur har,
i0 eg eri. Eg vil bara sikta so hegt sum yvirhevur
gjorligt, tf eg veit, at tad fer heilt vist at fora meg
longst. m
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Faroese TikTok
Phenomenon

Relley
on Brink of
Global Stardom

Rani Petersen has 10 million followers
on TikTok and a record deal with the
Atlantic Records. He is on the brink of
an international breakthrough as his
alter ego Reiley and it all began in his
childhood bedroom



In joggers and a hoodie Rani Petersen looks more
like your average Faroese youth than the TikTok
phenomenon Reiley. T wear a cap when I don’t
want to be recognised,” he laughs. His signature
curls always give him away.

The singer has been living in London for some
years now. But we get to interview him in his old
room at his parents’ house, where he is taking a
short break before conquering the world.

OUT OF NOWHERE

The cameras and hallmark pastel-coloured sheets
reveal that this is where Rani Petersen created
Reiley singing pop covers on TikTok. T’m very
happy to be a poster child for breakthroughs out
of nothing, mine happened out of a basement
room in Térshavn,” Rani smiles.

Rani was given his first camera aged 12. Cam-
eras, light, sound and video production were his
first passions. Hundreds of hours spent produc-
ing photos and videos got him this far. At the
moment he is learning how to create 3D effects
and using green screens. The results can get very
sophisticated without investing thousands.

RANI AND REILEY

Rani Petersen is very hardworking and self-aware.
He has reflected deeply on his own life.

He explains that Rani and Reiley are two differ-
ent people to him. Rani is a dreamer in his own
bubble in the Faroe Islands, who perhaps feels a
little restricted coming from such a remote place.
Reiley, on the other hand, is a super optimist
with exaggerated self-confidence, who will do
anything to make it ‘no matter the cost.’

In London he picked up the music industry
jargon, because everything in the business hinges
on your ability to pitch your dreams and vision.

OVER A BILLION VIEWS

Rani Petersen seized TikTok as a means to realise
Reiley’s big dreams. He was one of the first mov-
ers when TikTok launched in 2016 and among
the first to perform music on the platform.

Reiley soon had 10 million followers and his
video clips have over a billion views. ‘TikTok was
wild at the beginning. I could get 45 million views
for a random 12 second video,” Rani recalls.

Now that TikTok is more established it is more
crowded. Though there are more users, there is
also greater competition for views among content
creators.

Rani Petersen doubts whether he would have a
record contract now if he had joined TikTok two
years later.

—‘Don't get me wrong. I haven't achieved
anything yet,” Rani says. But he attributes his
opportunities to social media. ‘T have worked very
hard and been very smart, but can’t take more
credit than that. It was also luck that my TikTok
clips drew so much interest.’

Of course there is a lot of negativity on social
media too. T can’t help reading the comments on
my videos, though people tell me I shouldn’t,”
Rani laughs.

CLEAR VISION IS KEY

TikTok proved to the record companies that Rani
Petersen can reach an international audience

as Reiley, it opened a door. But it will take more
than that.

Rani’s agent in London immediately sent him
to songwriting sessions in London, so he could be
ready with his own songs to demonstrate that he
was about more than covers.

And artists need a clear vision. T wouldn’t
have gotten a record deal without a strong artistic
identity, without knowing what I was doing and
wanting and why,” Rani emphasises.

NO GUARANTEE

Atlantic Records, which is part of the Warner Mu-
sic groups, is no small label. It boasts names such
as ABBA and Bee Gees. And Riley is now in the
company of Ed Sheeran, Sia and Kelly Clarkson.
Still, Rani is quick to point out that there is
never a guarantee. Only 0.0001 per cent of music
makers get a deal with a major label. And of
those only 0.1 per cent become world famous.
There is always the risk that a deal is cancelled. >
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Even so, Rani is in very good hands. Music exec-
utive Pete Ganbarg himself is guiding Reiley and
he has worked with the likes of Justin Bieber,
Mariah Carey and Santana. Ultimately, though,
record companies can give guidance and support,
‘but creating the artist has to come from within,’
Rani says.

“I have worked very
hard and been
very smart, but

can’t take more credit
than that”

FINE-TUNED POP MACHINE

Reiley headlined this summer’s Voxbotn festival
in Térshavn. It was his first live performance of
his own music. He calls it a ‘revelation’ to engage
with the audience, though it is hard to let go of
the control you have when you produce a video.
Still, pop performances are planned to the tiniest
detail and Atlantic Record leaves nothing to
chance.

Rani works with a musical director who mixes
the whole live show. They often go for a ‘live-feel-
ing’, meaning for example that you hear the audi-
ence singing the choirs. This professional setup is
very expensive. Reiley’s crew also works with Dua
Lipa and Lill Nas X. But once a live show is mixed
it is done and ready for the next performance too.
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CHASING A HIT

Rani Petersen quickly debunks the myth that
arecord deal makes you rich. Any money he
receives to create and market his music has to be
earned back, before he earns a penny.

His next step is to write and release a hit.
But that is easier said than done. ‘There is no
formula,” he explains. He calls his single ‘Let it
ring’ a good start. It was a hit in South Korea and
has four million plays on the streaming service
Spotify, but Rani wants to conquer the world. It
takes 200 to 300 million plays on Spotify to be
recognised as a global hit.

It is impossible to control, which song becomes
a hit. And for Rani there is no point in chasing
what is popular right now as it takes about a year
and a half to create and release a song. He con-
cludes that he just has to write good music, work
hard and follow his intuition.

LIFE ISTOO GOOD IN THE FAROE ISLANDS

Rani Petersen is in the process of moving from
London to LA. He has a lot of fans in the US

and LA is a better fit with his pop music profile.
But he is comfortable in London, so it is a little
tough. Rani Petersen is convinced that it is his
Faroese childhood getting in the way. ‘If you want
to follow your dreams, you have to make tough
decisions and do what it takes. Our safe existence
in the Faroe Islands is a double-edged sword. Life
is so good with healthcare, no crime and family
all around — that makes it hard to leap into the
unknown.’

But for Rani the choice is clear, “You can always
return to the Faroe Islands, always get an educa-
tion. But you're only young once.’

Rani Petersen is bold, T just want to aim as
high as possible, because I know that is what will
take me the furthest.” m
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